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Conn. AG to appeal public campaign financing ruling
BY JOHN C'BRIEN

HARTFORD, Conn. {Legal Newsline) - Conneclicut Allomey
General Richard Blumenthal is planning to appeat a Thursday
decision lhat says a public campalgn financing system violates
the rights of minor political parties.

U.S. Dislricd Judge Stefan Underhiils ruling sald maor party
candidates for slatewide offices benefil from the voluntary public
financing system, which was crealed as part of the stale's
campaign finance reformn efforls In 2005,

The plaintiffs in the case are the Green and Libertarian parlies.

*Spumed on by a regrellable legacy of coruption that has
pervaded all lavels of efected office In recent decades,
Connecticut 1s now commendably at the forefront of a
natiorwide movernent 1o increase transparency in the pofitica
process,” Undedhill wrote, : . A

“in pursuing its campaign fitance reforms efforts, however, the  Siumenthal
state mast remain mindful that it s operating in the arena of
core, fundamental constitutional rights that demand namow and carefully lailored regulations.”

Blumenthal is asking for a slay of Underhill's decision and is appealing to the U.5. Court of Appeals for
the Second Gircuit,

“Fhis dedsion Is only one ruling by one lower-courl judge, but it could ereate significant legal obstacles
{o campalgn finance reform effents hare and around the country,” Blumenthal said. it deserves and
needs review by an appellala court,

"Gur campalgn finance reform is eminently Imporiant and constitutionatly defensible. The ruling confiicts
substantially with U.S. Supreme Court precedent and principles.”

The Cilizens® Election Program requires minor party candidates to oblaln signatures of 10 percent of
registered volers or have had recelved 10 peicen! In the previous general eleclion if they want partial
public financing.

The Campalgn Finance Reform Adt, of which the CEf is a part, was passed In response 1o several
polilical scandals, like the resignalion of former Gov. John Rewland after he was found to have accepled
gifts for slate conlracts.

"Tihe CEP's additionat qualifying criteria for minor party candidates are so difficult to achleve lhat the
vast majosity of minor party candidates wi never beceme eligible o receive public funding at even
reduced levels," Undeshill wrote.

"For instance, the Legistature chose lo set the necessary thresholds for the prior success requirament al
vote levels thal very fevs minor party candidates have histerically atlained, thus ensuring most minor
pasty candidates would need to qualify for the CEP under the petitioning requiremant.”

From Legal Newsline: Reach John O'Bren by e-mall al jobrienwv@gmail.com.
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WASHINGTON {Legal
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Presidential candidale Howard Dean is a man with a
history of speaking his mind.
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